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WEY “IMMIGRATION OUGHT
' TO BE RESTRICTED.

To the Editor of the New-York Times: e

The fear that Immigrants may bring cholers °
with them has naturally created a desire to .
close our ports against them, and at the same
time iv has revived the o0ld spirit of the Amer-
lcan Party. This was a seoret organization,
formed about 1853, for the purpose of ohecking
the influence of foreigners. It became tempo.
rarily powerful, but was short-lived for wany of
support. The present movement will probably
last no longer. Itis true we have made mate-
rial progress since, and it would scem natural
that we ought to ne able scon {0 gessert our in.
dependence of foreign assistance.

We have received among us persons in all sta- -
tions of life with open arms and without asking -
indisoreet quostions. No other paeople has ever
weloomed strangers with more generous hospl-
tality. Napoleon and Garibaldi, Heoksr and
O’Dopovan Rossa, were greeted with the same
cordiality, They all enjoyed the protection of
our free institutions when thev landed on thesa
shores. Bome immigrants became 80 useful that
they have made & lasting impression en our
history—Thomas Paine, who fought for our in-
dependence; Carl 8churz, who assisted to abol-
ish slavery; John Eriesson, who improved oug
locomotives; John A. Roebling, who spanned
our rivers, and many others.

Immigrants have not slone =2ssisted in the
formation of American civilization; it owes its
very oxistence to them. Tho first sattiers wera
immigrants. As the Puritans found uand re.
olaimed New-England, the Germans Pannayl-
vania, the English Virginia, so have thelr suc-
cess80rs from all parts of the world colonized
the wild West and oreated there that empire of
new Btates which holds now the balanoce of

power of this country. The readiness with
Wwhich sirangers assimilate themselves with us
is simply & proof orf our own superior intelli-
gence. The immigrant of yesterday becoines a
£00d citizen to-day, and his ohildren will be na-
tive Americans to-morrow. Where shall wo
draw the line of demarkation?’”

From time immemorisl patriotism has been
the natural instinct of all freemen. 'The ocivis
romanus exacted the homage of the world. We
have more reason to bhe proud of our eountry;
the desire to keep it for ourselves is & natura]
outgrowth of this pride. But we will have 1o
repress it as long &s we need a larger popula-
tion. During the seventy yeara from 1820 to
111890 gome 15,000,000 immigrants have coms

ere:

From Germsan 4,604,128
From Ireland 8,481,074
From: England 2,704,203
From Beandinavi 1,067,348
¥rom Austria-Hungary 34,438
From Italy. 388,653
From France. 366,840
From Russia 324,592
From China. 290,605
From Switzerland. 171,269

Total. ceeecemcanssnanasmmancenrsonn 13,783,161

The remainder came from the Netherlands,
Spain, Africa, and other countries. The carriage
of these passengers has stimulated our foreign
trade, whioh received large subsidies for brink-
ing them here. The tonnage of ships engaged
in transatlantic commerce never would have
attained the present proportions withont.
When free immigration 1 hindered the number
of vessels will be reduoced and the ovst of freight
and ocabin passage inoreased. The Guion Line
of steamers has already given public notice of
withdrawal from business, and othera are ex-
peoted to follow.

Under the polioy which the new Administra-
tlon i8 expected soon to inaugurate our indus-
tries ean make rapid progress, when they will
bo_ no longer fetterel by duties on raw mate-
rial. Bhall we retard this advance by putting
obstacles in the way of obtalning the addi-
tionallabor which they will require ¢

‘ITnisis of lesserimportance, however, than the
necessity for the development of our Western
States more rapidly than the natural inersase
of our population alvne would admit. Accord-
ing to the census wo number 65,000,000 peo-
ple, whils our territory can furnish ampie
subsistence to more than 200,000,000. We
want to 8ee our railroada in the far West build
up the adjacent land as thoy have done in the
East. We would lilte coal, iron, ors, and metals
extracted from the mines of Colorado, the bar-
ren lands of Arizona irrigated, and all our terri-
tories developed. Thigeannot be donas so readily
it sve sbut ont the foreigners who hsve been 80
useful in these oocupations heretofore.

Certain Know-Nothings claim that forelzn in-
fluence degrades the Amerioan character. The
large body of our immigrants generally repre-
sent the best elements of the nations from
which they separated to cart their lot among
us. The Germans were the young men who
wanted to escape from military duty; the Irish
wero tired of the tyranuical exactions of the
lords of their realm. All came 1o better their
rortunes by their own exertions,;without the
fettors of tyrannioal laws or feudal prejudices.
The emergy of these ambitious men has de-
veloped our own. We have inherited thelr
thrift, and we owe as much to them as they ows
to us.

We require no farther laws to hinder them
from coming. The present aots are stringent
onough agalnst the undesirable element among
them. All that is required is to see that they
are properiy entorced. N

LOUIS WINDMULLER.
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