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THE MACHINE IN POLITICS

18 GOOD O0IlTY GOVERNMENT
POSSIBLE UNDER 1IT?
fHE FORMATION OF A MUNICIPAL PARTY
RECOMMENDED TO THE COMMON-
WEALTH CLUB.

The Commonwealth Clab dined at Morslio’s
1ast night, and lstsned to some observations
by several gentiemen on a topic which 18 up-
permost in the thoughts of oitizens of New-
York jusy mow. It was, “Is Gooa Muniocip al .
Government Possible under a Political Ma-
chine§” Mr. Charles W. Dayton led the dis-
cnsaion, which was participated in by & num-
ber of well-knewn oisizens. )

Mr. Dayion sald he was a believer in the idea
that some progreas was mado every day toward
better things. and that if feariess work was
only dome the political *‘boss,’” the * heeler,”
the *sinecorist,” the ‘‘divvy,” the * briber,”
acd the **boodler” would soor disappear. As
an abstraet proposition, therefore, the qunes-
tlon of the eveming should be answered 1n che
aflirmative; bui, as a practical questton, right-
thinking men must dbe granted ssveral premises
befors giving an affirmative reply.

The * pew Tammaaf,” Mr. Dayton deslarsd,
had, muoch sooner than was expeoted. turned
ot to be the aams old Tammany. He quoated

Irom the speech of the lats James T. Brady,

made aga‘.nau Tammany Hall Sept. 27, 1853,

and said that wers he hers now he could not

lkliw{f aptly and powerfally desoribe Tammany
b3

The speaier called attention to Chapter 115
ot the Laws of 1805, entitled * An act to fncor-
porate tus Bosiety of Tammany or Columbian
Order in the city of New-York,” wherevy it ap-
peared shat saild society or order was for the
‘ purpose of affordiny relief 10 she {ndigent and
distrersed members of the said sosieiy, their
widows and orphans, and others who wmay be
foand proper objecis of their charity,” and
whereby it also appearea that said sooclety
was “capable in 1aw to purchass, taks, receivs,
hold, anad enjoy any real estate in feo simple
ond 80y goods, ohattals, or personal estate, for
the purpose of enabling it the betiter to carry .
Inte effect the benovoient purpose of afording
relief to vhe indigent and distressed, proviaed
the clear yoarly valae ot sach real and personal
satatos ghall notsxceed the sum of $5,000.”

Whether tnat statute had been amendaed Mr.
Dayton had not ianqgaired. But Tammany,
viewed from the inaide, must be an elecmosy-
nary inssitution of the most gratitying charaoter.
aad viewed from ihke cutside 1t was certaln that
its members had not besitated to avall them-
salvea of the power conferred by the stéiute,
to taks and enjoy considerable personal estate.

The Republican “ machine” in this city, Mr.
Daytoa said, had bsen run as & tender to any
ether “machine” that would bargain with it fof
& Presiden:, & Governor. and an occasionsl
loeal otfice. It nanally **aealt” with Tammany,
na elestion refurns 1n Presidential years and
as the pay rolls of the city would show.

‘« Just mow,” gald Mr. Dayton, *itis dealing
with Tammmauny in another and moro satisfac-
tory way.”

An organized party, he said, should divpree
forever the business of the oity from the Doli-
tics of the State and the Nation; should secure an
amendment to the Conatitution of the Atate
providicg for the local self-government of
cities; should stop the enormous and debasing
essezsment ol condidates for public offos;
enxouid reformm the election systewn, su that
Lritory at the polls will be impossible by
res&0n Of 80 exoclusive official and secret ballot.

How was this to be accomplished? He knew
of nv other way than by havd worx. Three sio-
cara, intelligont ren in each elestton distrirt—
ubout three thousand in all—who wouald devote
a few liours a year to polities among their
neighbors, and a few hours more for committee
work 2apd conventions, ovuld succeed againsy
aay *‘ waochin(s” or combination of * ma-
chinea.”

The plan of organization of the County
Democracy he thought admirable. It waa still
open through its publhished calls for election dis-
trict primartes; or, ir preferred. a muantoipal
pariy could bs organized on a siwilar plan.

“*6houald this be attemptied.” ssid he, I am
aware that the Dewmocratic machine and the
Repudlican maohine will ory out, respectively,
¢ Don's jeopardize tarit reform,’” *Don’t jeopar-
dize proteciton to American labor,’ by forsaking
your 30-caljed rexular party orzanization. Turn
a deaf ear to this sophistry, for you kuow, or
ought to know, that 1t means nothing eise then
the appesl, * Help us to the local oftices,” FMany
years mast elapse before an opportunfity so
fuvorable as the present will be afforded for a
unien of citizens, irrespeotive of State and
national issues, in the righteous snd needea
cause of muanicipal reform.

President of the Reform Club E. P. Whesler
followad. His inclination was not te deal too
harahly with political maohines. He bad mno
doubt that we were all imperfect; all polttical
machines had tendeneies that might bs ime.

roved. But political machines had been
wooked at too exclusively from the critical
point. Nothing better had been provided. He
wasg sure that all men who tried to realize their
dreams of reform bhad found 1t necessary to
unite with other men. The moment they began
to do tnat they were obliged to make con-
cessions. The problem to consider was how to
muke the mackines give Dbetter govern-
ment. I$ was certainiy a very difficult
provlem, snd Mr. Wheeler did nov
bulieve it was to be solved Ly the abuse of any
one political machine. He was sure that no
political organization had amonopoly of virtue,

* We should,” he said, ** 0o ever ready to spiit
tickets; wa should be ready to recognize a good
thing, po matter how it 13 labeled. Tho great
mistake, the whole evil in our system, is the
jden tlzatv it is lawful to use the mmachinery of
government for tbe advancementi of private
lpterests, That 1s the root of all our woes, and
unt:} we make up our minds that that is the
evil we shail never be better off.”

Aquedtoct Commissioner Franeis M. Scott's
view was that good government was 3 matier
depenaent whoily upon the selection of men
and not npoxn political organizations. Political
wachines were established for the promulgation
of polstical idezs. The government of a city
was not a question ot ideas, but purely a ques-
tion of men. The eucocess or faflure of munioet-
pai government depended solely ou the kind of
men seleoted by a party. When a Manicipal
Government was committed to the care of
tho maochine, either the machine must
fail or the City Government must fall
He was not opiimistic, and he was inclined to
believe that thero would be no immediate es-
caps from the Jomination of the ring. But
the remedy rested fn the inevitable revolutions
agaiust maladministration. Thers wonld be
good administrations and bad administrations.
I{ the public could be kept so alert that when
the bad administrations came a remedy would
quickly follow the disease, then the minimam
of bad government would be attained.

Ex-Excige Commissioner W. 8. Andrews said
it was ecutirely pussible to do away with the
politioal machice, and ho helleved it would be
done away with very shortly.

*“The present legislative investigation into
the oity’s affairs reminded Bimon Sterne of a
siory. The Duke of Ratland, walking through
bis grounds one day, noticed bia head game-
keeper rubbing the hair of a dog the wrong
way.

“ Why do you do that, John $” he asked.

** The fleas, 8ir,” answered John.

“ Does it drive the fleas away 1”

“No, 8ir.” said John, **but it distarbs them
a very great deal”

Mr. Sterne thought, howsver, that the olty
was gradually emerging from dishonest reigns.
The mves:\fgatton bad disclosed an unhappy
siats of affairs, but notbing so bad as tne
Tweed thieveries. The psople were becoming
more watobful. That was so because they were
not 80 Prosperous as they were some years ago
and therefors they ware mors inclined to look
after the matter of taXes. What was Decessary,
he said, was something olosely akin to an ex-
clusive home government. The acts of our
worst Board of Aldermen were not worse than
those of the average Stato Leglalature.
Further benefit could be had, ne asserted, from
some plan of minority representation in the
Board of Aldermen.

President W. J. Coombs presided, and Carl
Sohurz, O. B. Poiter, Hopry A. Oakley, Lewis
L. Delafield, Oliver Sumusr Teall, Louis Winda-
muller, and George B. Colby were among those
present

As the next dinner of the club the topis for
discussion will be *The Relation of the Press
%o the Public.”
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